LaVerne B. Arndt
United States Marine Corps

Dec. 27, 1963-Oct 15, 1969
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Vera Cruz

e Born in the rental
apartment above the
Post Office across
from Vera Cruz School
operated by Eva
Hallman.

* These are my parents,
picture taken in 1985.




Arrive on the scene,
Oct. 2, 1941.

e This pic is about a year
later taken at the Vera Cruz
post office. V.C. School in
background, 1942.




1 year old?

t appears | was walking
ooking at the shoe
oottoms.




Grandfather,
Walter B. Arndt,

Foundry worker.

WW1 vet, USMC
Marine Barracks,
Wash, DC.
1914-1915

Picture - Circa 1943




Clarence E. Arndt

Staff Sergeant- E6
Cook.

Served US Army

Feb 1945 — Aug 1946.

Charles, Albert, Douglas,
and Walter Arndt also
served in WW2.5

brothers. \ o \




Seem Seed Farm
-rental. 1945-46

Dad in the Army.

Vern, Mom, Phyllis




Seem Seed Farm
-rental. 1945-46

Dad in the Army.

Mom was a Rosie the
riveter type working at Air
Products.

Joyce, Phyllis, Vern




| Seem Seed Farm

* Phyllis and Vern




Seem Seed Farm

Vern
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Vera Cruz Elementary School

School years 1%t through 8t grades.
1948 — 1955

Mrs. Jolan Klan- 15t and 2nd

Mrs. Edna Kline- 37 and 4th

Miss Ester Evans- 5t

Mrs. Helen Buss- 6t

Mr. Howard Diefenderfer- 7t

Mr. Alfred Kistler- 8" and Principal.




15t grade

* Mrs. Otto Klan was our 15t and 2nd grade
teacher.




1st and 29 grade
Mrs. Otto



5183 Spruce Road

1947 house construction.
| am 6 years old.

My father and Paul
Engelman built the house.

Dad added the garage by
himself in 1952. Garage
walls are 20 inches thick
of field stone gathered
from various farms
through out the Vera Cruz
area.




Vera Cruz Elementary School
3'd grade 4th grade




Vera Cruz Elementary School

5th grade 6th grade




Childhood fun with
Benner family.

lda Benner in background.
Benner kids and me.

Left bottom.

Vern and Elwood, or
Butchie, as we called him.
Second row-
Robert/Bobbie and
Cornelius/Neil. Top is
Diane/Sissy.




Vera Cruz kids
circa 1950

e Picture taken at the creek
behind Benner house in Vera
Cruz. Lone tree in Bartholomew
farm field. Jasper park across
field in rear.

e Jacqueline Schoenly rear on
bank.

e Rear left- Vern Arndt and
Bobby Doney, .

e Front left to right- Robert
Benner, Warren Benner, Billy
Ruth, Diane Benner, Elwood
Benner, Phyllis Arndt.

e Unknown on left in field in
background. Ronald Hamscher?




Vera Cruz kids,
circa 1950

Left to right-

Billy Ruth, Bobby Doney,
Warren Benner, Phyllis
Arndt, Jacqueline
Schoenly, Diane Benner
behind Jacqueline,
Elwood Benner, Bobby

Benner, Vern Arndt rear
behind Bobby.




7t grade

e Pompadours are in!




Vera Cruz Elem.
8" grade -1955

e Alfred E. Kistler,
teacher and Principal
of the school.




Graduation

* Heading to Emmaus High
e 1955

Erhtgh (ﬂnuntg ﬁrnnﬁgluanta

This Certifies that

LA VERNE B. ARNDT

has Enfiﬁfnttnrilg rﬂmpl?irﬂ the Course of ﬁ'iuftg ns
prrsrrihrf‘r for the iElrmruf-:rn Schools of Xehigh
County, Pe glpania, and is therefore promoted to

the stn @mi‘rt of an npprnhtﬂ High Schasl

@ertifirate of Promotion

hivenr this  thirteenth day of June 19 55

School District of Upper Milford Township




Emmaus High School, 1955-56

9th grade

e FHS- Emmaus Green Hornets




First deer, a doe

Age 13, Pike County.




1957 NRA Class

* Held by Harry and son,
Butch, Keim in the former
Jefferson High School, on
Ridge St. in Emmaus.
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16" birthday

* Mom had a party
at Vera Cruz Fire Co.
Oct. 2, 1957.




Emmaus
Community Pool
Aquacade 1958

e Lifeguard at the pool
for 3 years during
summer, 9, 10, 11
grades.

e EHS teacher, Ken
Movyer, was our boss
during the summer at
the pool.




EHS Junior Prom
May 7, 1958

e Attended the prom with

Barbara Frankenf

ield
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Emmaus High e

Aquacade

lattler picture e

DIVING GRACEFULLY, LaVerne
Lrnde execures a perfecr jackknife from
the three meter board into a circle formed

* Vern Arndt
performing a jackknife

dive off the 3 meter
board.




EHS Gym Exhibition

Jattler picture

Left side parallel bars.

Students Demonstrate
Gymnastic Ability

was the

Development of a] Gymnase,”™

annual Ciym Exhibition presented
I'he girls, supervised by Miss Rira
lisplayed their skills in rthe square dance,
tormed unusual fears on the rings,. mats,
hie, horse, and springboard.  Under the

o Mr. Richard Keim and Mr, Leon
the boyvs added zest to the exhibition by
g difficule fears on the parallel bars,
gs, horse, and springboard. The rhyth-
hen drill, and wand and club drills,
Mrs, Adele Gerharr, pave color and

o thie show

LIS om rh i chmax of the o

i i & POpEs Wele B
Villiam Yandle snd Ronald Hres

I s B FORMATHING i Fragicis
o Moser, Uhborina Hetth, and Kathrvn BKalds

or downg a back bhend

=
|

=1

PYRAMID wan formesl upon the

srme Armile gmid Bobert Helliman sugspssiting Ronald By

P wtand Ann Keller  andl 1,15
lamces

DIVING over mine lova, Thosmas [obhnsan
thnlling example of skill m & speecial

FHE BIRI¥E NEST was formed on the nings
Uiower, as Janet Guldin and Andrea Belre sporied for her




EHS Track

lattler picture

High jump, Broad jump,
440 yard dash.

4t highest scorer for the
team my senior year.

Track Team Garners
Double Championship

v through all league opposivion, the
v Liold windermen arrained andispoted
o the Seasonal Championship  of  the
Valley Track League. In doing so, thes
defemding champion  Narchampron  its
vapue defear sinee 1934 I'he Hornets, ot
to rest on their lagrels, eaprored ream
n the annual League Meer, held for the
niecubive yvear on rthe local rrack

Richard Keim had an array of nine
leerer-winners, effectively placed amaong
ricus track and fcld events, to spark che
eam.  Leading the team thoough the sewven
antests were Robert Roeder. unbearen in
0 yvard dash, and Lacey Hervald, who won
: of the half-mile races.  In addivion,
am  Schantzenbach took six Arses in rhe
ard dagh, and LaVerne Arnde had hve wins
o e i the high jump and brosd jump

winning the League Meet, the Hornors
Bhe points to 32 for runner-up Lehigh-
ividibal Emmaus tmumphs were posted
Boeder i the K and 220 vard dashes,
d in the mile, Steve Koey in the discus, and
fr, wha tied a0 the lugh jump

Uk BOUADLY, 8 v Hohere Halliman, LaVerne Amde,
w Schanveenbach. Joel Trexler, Raborr Willss, Theodors
Mebvwn Bruder, "l Hrooke, Donabl Cirsel, lersld

ke Sk Kowy, Larry Heralid

lohnsam,  Willuam
il aviel e
T

v T hmisas
Eabward  Sad

K Lemaay,
T
mvvalir,

LAVERNE ARNDIT rwiits hiz body over the bar and inse

ing for high jump
aYWenig's wifure are four ©areen
revinlisrs

th

1959 SCHEDULE

E.H.5 fAmp

*Falmercon 9 if
MWaxareth ] &1
*Lehighron 51 1
Berhlehem g il
=Slatimgron L 1104
"Whitchall ET i
*Northampron 21984 R

Flaeagne mieets
kyvile White, RKobery Henner. Walier IR

labn Ueimad oy Birsoski,

HBrook Mareh, t.
Wl Wennn (€ ]




Lettered in Track




EHS Senior Prom

e \Vern and Joe Trexler
1959.

* My house before date
pickup.

e Joe drove his Dad’s
1958 Pontiac
convertible with
continental kit.




EHS
Graduation ;
1959 oW erne Barey Avudt

has satisfactorily completed a @ourse of Study for Graduation from
this School and is therefore awarded this

—

(Given at Emmaus, in the @ommontwealth of Hennsylvania,
June 3, 1959,




EHS Graduation

e June 1959.




(REGISTRANT MUST SIGN HERE)
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Register with Selective Service

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE SELECTIVE SERVICE LAW ;

~5

laVerne Barry  Arndt |
(FIRST NAME) (MIDDLE NAME) (LAST NAME)

SELECTIVE SERVICE NO. m |89 141 - | 470 ]

-— e . S S - -

— - - — - S o —
e R i i lak A, S g i - o —— i —

(CITY. TOWN, OR vu.us:) (zoNE) (COUNTY) (STATE) g
_October 2, l?Al----,.Vera Gm,__f . 255
(DATE OF mn‘m) (PLACE OF BIRTH) :



Muhlenberg College - 1959-1961




LBA dark years

e Attended Muhlenberg College 1959-1961.
e Head not in college. Dropped out.

e Went to work at Caloric Corp. in Topton.
e Assistant Supvr./Scheduler

* Draft status 1A.

e Fall 1963- Draft notice. Wilkes-Barre for physical.



Ron and Pat Montz
wedding Nov. 1963

e Bill Schantzenbach,
Harold Serfass, Vern
Arndt, Richard Kozy,
David Aldrich.




First buck,10 pts.

e Age 22, Dec. 1963.
e VVera Cruz house.



Draft inevitable in my era.




Admitted

:
SR,
A




Original
orders from
Phila.

In charge of
the group to
SC.
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Parris Island
BOOT
newspaper

Original copy in my
scrapbook.

TES. v o mmmwww =

Thee lawr Temr. . .- -8

Wol. Z1 No.:1Z

. = - = a4
e Chariotie YMCA - .
21 !-.r—uﬂ da-

CATES RECEIVES ""OUTSTANDIN
Nokobayashi Presents Ax Pro

BOOT -

‘Recruit Depot, Parris Island, 8. C.

Four Recruits Receive Top Awards
At Recruit Final Review Ceremony

L -

BLUE UNIFORM AWARDEES
Péc. Amdr |s Congrotoloted By Col. Hershey As (I to rl Pfcs. de Moss, Belvin And

Andenors Lock On

&P

Ple. Laverne B. Arndt received the coveted American Spirit Honer Medal
during a recruil graduation ceremony here Tuesday.
The medal was presented by LiCol. G. R. Hershey, CO, 3rdRTH, during

Enlisting in the Marine Corps
in March IMEILMILGIMU
received recridr training
here.

He served with the 4th Marine
[Division during the WWIl bamle
for Iwo Jima in 1945 and was
awarded the Purple Heart Medal

. [See SGTMAJ, Page 2)

the Final Recruit Review for Plts. 300, 301, 302 and 303,

"2" Company.

In addition to the medal. Arndl was meritoriously promoted to his present

rank, received LEATHERNECK
Magazine's Dress Blue Uniform
Avwea rd .l.mlwn:ln.rrl.nd.u-ﬂl-“
member of Platoon 302,

Made available to the Marine
Corps by the Citixens Committos
for the Army, Mavy, Alr Force,

Inc., the medal i presented wo
those recruits who “DHsplay oul—
standing qualities of leadership
bast expressing the American

ing. It Is the highest award a
recruit can receive,

Pfc. Arndt enlisted in the Ma—
rine Corps last December at
Philadelphin, Pa,., and is the son
of Mr.  and Mrs. Clarence E.
Arsdt of Emmaus, Pa.

and a meritoricus promoton o
their present rank.

Andenors 15 the son of Mr.and
Mrs. Guy T. Andenoro of Lake-
wnodd, CFhio,

He arended Lakewood High
School and enlisted in the Marine
Corps last December ar Cleve-
land, (Mhio.

Belvin, son. of Mr, and Mrs.
J-P. Belvin cf Jesup, Ga,, en-
Heted in the Corps.last Decem-
ber ar Macon, Ga. He was gradu=
ared from Wayne County High
School, in Jesup in 1961,

The son of Mr. and Mrs, Jean



300 Series
Platoon Honor Men ) 5

Promotion to Private First
Class for the 4 of us.

| also won Series Honor Man,
American Spirit of Honor

Medal, Outstanding Man In
the Platoon, the Leatherneck [
Award.

| shot expert on the rifle range
with a 222 score out of 250
possible. Our Platoon high
man was 232, and he -
happened to be from Reading
area.



Graduation
Parris Island
March 17, 1964

Dress Blues award.

Linda Crisp and Vern at
Iron Mike.




Parris Island

Graduation Day

Linda Crisp and Vern
Arndt at Iron Mike.

Linda was my girlfriend.

Linda won Miss Platoon
302 voted by the recruits,
from our submitted
pictures.




American Spirit of Honor Meda/

* Awarded by the Citizen’s Pot, Lovorne B. sl
. LOTE252 WUIME
Committee for the Army, Navy e
and Air Force. rs g
O A i, j/ If:;/
//; G ,// /i / o Wpissas
 One or two medals a year f e

‘%’”..?’" J'., ¥ arised's oo Fhiwee,  Hise,

awarded at Parris island.

Plineait it e

— Corfis M@W 17 March 1964




Parris Island Graduation

e March 17, 1964
 Checkout the book on the table.




Had choice of duty-

Sea Duty

2 month school at
Portsmouth, VA.

MANINE PARRACKS, U, 5. NAVY YARD, PORTEMOUTH,




USS Independence
CVA 62

Assighed to the USS
Independence, CVA 62 out
of Norfolk, VA. Naval

Shipyard.

Reported on board July 14,
1964 and served for 2
years.




Naval Base,

Norfolk, VA
Pier 12

e Vern at gang plank to
board the ship.




Shipmates

* Cramped lifestyle. We were
located 3 flights down from
the Hangar deck. 60 Marines
to a detachment with 2
Marine Officers, a Captain and
a Lieutenant.
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Marine Color Guard ! N w
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e Arndt, Sgt. Rimel,
Singleton, Shutler



Video

Flight deck
60 feet off
the water.

Start video.
Click on pic.

Arrow at
bottom

Arctic cruise North Atlantic



NATO Operations
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Replenishment

e Replenishment is a very tricky deal
with two or three ships tying up to

each other and transferring supplies,
fuel, and sometimes even personnel
between the ships. Lasts a few hours.



General Quarters

Marines are assigned
to stations as well as
Navy personnel. In this
case my Marine friends
and | are assigned to
man a machine gun on
the 09 level.

Bob Tibbs, Bill Clasen,
and Vern Arndt.




Equator initiation

e USMC Captain Hanthorn
crawling through the
garbage strewn deck for
the equator initiation.

e Pollywogs to Shellbacks.




Crossed the
Equator

e Shellback award.
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Flight Operations
F4 on left. F8 and F4 on right slide.




Negrito Survival
training

 Jungle training in the
Philippines.

e Subic Bay Naval Base




Subic Bay, _
Philippines 1965 Py

* Olongapo liberty 1965.

* Nanette Gonzales.




Far East Service
Gulf of Tonkin

 Hong Kong liberty
with my shipmates in
Susie Wong Bar.

 Flight Operations in
support of the Vietnam
War, June through
November 1965. 5

months of combat duty.




Hong Kong 1965

* \Vern in suit bought in Hong Kong 1965.
Hand tailored, 1 fitting.




Yokohama 1965

Japanese bath house-

Tibbs, Arndt, Gervasio,
Aponte




Yokohama 1965

e Arndt in Japanese tub.
The morning after.

.!.:.:'l'|.lulllllljh.ll




Subic Bay,
Philippines 1965

e Vern and Bob Tibbs in
Blue Whites ready for
ceremony.




November 10,
1965

USMC Birthday
celebration in our
detachment.

Our CO, First Sgt, Staff
Sgt, and Sgt. presided.




Shellbacks

* The “givers” versus
“receivers” this trip
across the equator.

e L To R- Stansbury,
Arndt, Shutler, and
Cook.




West Pac Cruise
to Gulf of Tonkin

Vietnam

* June through
November 1965.

* Marines helped fuse
bombs prior to loading
them on the planes.




West Pac Cruise ports-1965

 Philippines, Subic Bay -2

* Hong Kong-2

* Singapore

* Yokosuka & Yokohama, Japan
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Captain’s Orderly -
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e College board testing
for OCS. Meritorious
NCO program.



NCO Leadership
School

e Feb., March 1966 at
Camp Lejeune Montfort

Point.

e Preparation for OCS
for me.




Dependents day cruise




Dependent’s Day Cruise
1966

e Parents, Joyce and Clarence
Arndt.

e Aunt and uncle, Violet and
Kermit Cope.

e All day event, 6am to 8pm.
Flight operations out at sea.




Med Cruise Ports-1966

e Gibraltar

e Barcelona

* Palma de Majorca
e Cannes

* Plymouth, England had been scheduled but we were diverted to the
Med because the FDR was having mechanical problems so we
relieved her early.



cannes, France

USS Independence CVA
62, in Cannes Harbor,
July 1-15, 1966.




cannes- 1966
Annie and Vern

e Annie was the bar owner.
* Primarily a Marine bar.
* Tended bar for her.

A lnnliil'“




cannes, France
Liberty call

e Shipmates playing
pong with Evelyn
Ahrens, 16 year old
German girl on vacation
with her parents.




Med Cruise

e Evelyn Ahrens. 16 year old
German girl | met in Cannes,
along with her mother and
father, who were vacationing
there the during the Bastille
Day celebration, French
Independence Day, July 14.

 Anchored off the coast of
Cannes for about 11 days.,
July 4 through July 15. | had
liberty 10 days because | was
headed to OCS.

e | left the ship in Cannes and
flew home via Rota, Spain.




OCS at Quantico, VA

Attended OCS from August 1966
through Oct 29, 1966. Approx. 541
candidates in this class. Mostly
college graduates but included
approx. 60 enlisted “mustang”
Marines, such as myself who were
meritoriously selected for the
program through October 1966.
Commissioned a 29, Lt. Oct . 29,
1966.




The Basic School at Quantico, VA. -TBS

e Officer training in Leadership,
tactics, and weaponry.
Approximately 5 months long. Oct
30, 1966 through March 29, 1967.




The Basic Schoo/

* | was heading to a JOPA party in
Wash, DC. Starting early, with a
drink in my hand.

e JOPA- Junior Officers and
Professional Association.




IBS- F1 Platoon
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am 6’2" tall.

nack, 2" from
eft.

Vern- 3™ row




Graduation from TBS
at Quantico

e TBS is Basic training for
Marine Officers in
Leadership, Tactics, and
Weaponry.

e Attended this training
from Oct 30, 1966 through
Mar. 29, 1967/.

 Tom Bergstrom- 6’8",
* VVern Arndt- 6’2"
e Tom Domogala- 5'10”.




TBS Slides

Click on
black to
start slide
show.

Arrow at
bottom.



Vietnam service

0302 - Infantry Officer
I had choice of duty.




Color Map of Vietnam-

196/
Appeared in Morning Call

e Danang-1%t Mar. Div. Hdqgtrs.
* An Hoa-25 miles SW

* Nong Son- 33 miles SW

* Marble Mountain- adjacent [

e Phu Bai-35 miles NW of
Danang.




An Hoa Combat Outpost




Vietnam 1967/

G Co. 1°t Platoon

* Mess hall
* Clubs.
* Movies.

e Duties- base
perimeter guard,
patrols, ambushes,
road sweeps.

* |.G. inspection




On Patrol-
Search and Destroy

e Taking a break and checking
coordinates. Map reading
very tough because of flat
terrain except for distant
mountains.

 Flat rice paddy areas.




“G” Company Officers

Arndt, Johnson, Capt. Marsden, Harvey
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On Patrol-
heavy vegetation.

* Booby trap haven. Trip
wires, mines, punji
stake pits.




1967 Christmas Card

Peace @ Harth




CO - Capt.
Marsden, Vern,
GySgt. Keegan.

e Taking a break after
Operation Calhoun in
early June 1967.

* OP Calhoun took
place on the
mountain in the
background.

e 15t Plt. got 1 KIA, VC.




Nong Son Coal Mine

e Company sized Combat
Outpost 8 miles SW of An
Hoa combat base.

e \Viethamese coal mine
protected by Marines.




Nong Son Coal Mine

* Troops filling sand bags
at river at base of Nong
Son mountain along Son
Thu Bon river bank.




C — Rations

This was eaten in the field
and at the outposts, such
as Nong Son coal mine,
on patrols and the like.

At An Hoa we had a mess

hall and regular mess hall
food.




Recon Mountain

e Across from the coal
mine.

e Marine Recon team
on top.




Diary Entries
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F Co. Jeep

F Co. was over run at
Nong Son on July 4th,
1967. 13 KIA, 40 WIA.

This jeep was destroyed.
G Co. took over the lines
July 6th,

G Co. at Nong Son several
times during my tour.




Son Thu Bon River

e \View from my bunker at
coal mine.

* Village below, upper class
Engineers from mine.

e #1- View towards An Hoa.

e #2 — Op Calhoun in that
area in June 1967.




Son Thu Bon River

 ARVN boat ride for Lt.
Harvey and me.

e Didn’t trust the ARVN
sitting behind me, left.

e Lt. Harvey was behind
him though.

(Army of the Republic of Vietham, ARVN)




CH 34- Chopper
landing at Nong Son

e Resupply included
troops, ammo, food,
incoming mail, etc.




CH 34- Chopper taking
off after resupply at
Nong Son.

e Resupply included
troops, outgoing mail,
etc.




Nong Son

G CO, Capt. Buck Dyer, and
| observing air strike on
‘unfriendlies’ in a ville
below the mountain.
Probably called in by
Recon team from the
Recon Mtn. top across the
river from our location.




Nong Son

* Top of the Nong Son
trench line.

e At the far end , water
barrel is a home made
shower made by my
Platoon Guide, Sgt. Lee
Walker.

e Fortifications. Land
mines.

e Scenery. One of my
favorite slides.




Viern’s bunker

* | spent a few hrs. raising
the roof so | wouldn’t have
to stoop. You can see the
old level by my elbows.




Vern Arndt’s Lounge

Lounge chair made from
ammo boxes.

Sipping a soda upon
completion.




Nong Son Coal Mine

Vern, down to about 185

Ibs. at this point, from 200.
29 walist.

Picture is black and white
and tarnished in lower
right corner.




Viern and radioman

Vern and John Hayles
enroute Nong Son on
Amtraks.




Air Strike on ville

Bombs away, napalm.
M60 machine gun in
foreground.







Antenna Valley
typhoon.




Antenna Valley
typhoon.




Antenna Valley
typhoon

L to R-

Sgt. Parkey.

Navy Corpsmen,
Docs Graham and
Moore.




Antenna Valley
typhoon

Tree tops showing.

Yellow smoke for
chopper coming in
with supplies.




Antenna Valley
typhoon.

Lt. Arndt.

Notice ponchos' set
up on left rear.

Water 20-25 feet
deep.




Typhoon

Recon Mtn.
during typhoon.

Antenna Valley
upper left of
photo.




Antenna Valley

e OP Essex lead in-

* October 8, 9 —we were in Antenna Valley and did not
see the enemy or meet any enemy resistance.

e 20-25 feet deep water covered the Valley for at |least
one day and night. Torrential rains. Typhoon.

 We walked out the next day. No Resistance.
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Antenna Valley

e OP Essex conducted by
1st 2nd and 3rd Battalions
of the 51" Marine

Regiment.

e Point out Nong Son and
Recon Mtn.
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Several days search

and destroy moving

into the Valley

deeper toward SE. o
No resistance for < o\
us.

Cake ceremony
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Killed In Action- KIAs

e Lost 8 men KIA in my 7-month tour as a 15t Plt. Cmdr., Golf Co.
2"d Bn. 5t Marines, 15t Mar. Div.

. Cpl. Michael Hare -June 17 —sniper.

. LCpl. Jack W. Finchum- July 27 - accident. Self inflicted.
. Cpl. Larry Arnold- Sept. 26 — Booby trap 155mm.

. Operation Essex KIA's

. Cpl. Clarence Scott- Nov. 6

. Cpl. John Tooke- Nov. 6

. PFC. James “Lucky” Jenkins- Nov. 6
. PVT. Dale Shumbarger- Nov. 6

. Cpl. Henry Crigger- Nov 15- artillery or mortar.



In Memoriam RIP
Finchum Arnold Scott
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Replaced by
Lt. Mike McNeal as
1%, PIt. Cmar.

Interviewed 18 Lts.

4 selected for Aerial
Observer.

Givvin, Rasmussen,
Berman, Arndt.

On the Job Training
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Aerial Observer

e AO Unit, 15t Mar. Div. located at
Marble Mountain, near Danang.
Primarily a helicopter and small
aircraft airbase.

* Providing reconnaissance, direct air
and artillery support missions for
ground troop units.




AO Duty

e Ready to fly. Leaving my
hooch for duty. Walk up
to flight line.

e 2 hops a day, each
around 3 hours in length
depending upon the
plane, where we were
going, and why.

e 430 combat flight hours.
8 Air Medals in my 7
months of duty.




Bird Dog, 01C

e Single engine. Max
speed 85 knots.

 We flew at 1000 feet,
usually.

e Reachable by rifles and
machine guns.
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Sydney, Australia
January 1968

*R&R

* Kings Cross area of
Sydney.

e Sydney Beach

e 7 days and nights and
then back to Vietnam.




Landing at Marble
Mtn. 01 Bird Dog

e South China Sea in
background. Officer’s
Club large roof.

* My hooch right side of

piC.




Aerial Observer
hooch party

Lt. playing the guitar and
another AQ, died in
mission plane crashes
after | left the unit a few
months later.
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Promotion to 1°t Lt

Date of rank-
November 1, 1967

Feb. 1, 1968 event
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Div. Hdqtrs in Danang. % o AW



Ubon AF Base
in Thailand, 1968

* Overnight liberty in
Ubon, Air Force Base in
Thailand.

e 1 hour flight from
Danang in a prop type
Mail plane late afternoon.
Return VN early morning.
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15t entry- May 24-
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AF O2 Skymaster

e Crashed in a plane just
like this flown by Air
Force Major Loftus, May
24, 1968.

e Coordinates AT 810548,
which was known as
“Arizona territory”,
because of a previous big
operation conducted
there. Not a very nice
place.
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VIMIFA 122
F4B Phantom




F4 Phantom
Camo Air Force




Good Bye Vietnam- best flight all year
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July 27, 1968

o 1t L t. Arndt, age 26.



Camp Pendleton

24 Infantry Training Regiment
* Assighed M Co. Commander

* Staff and | put 13 companies of
300 men through Advanced
Infantry Training.

* Training was 4 weeks.

* Most of them grunts, went to
Vietnam. Some sent for
specialized training such as
artillery, communications,
tanks, engineering, motor
transport, supply, etc.




M Company
Aadvanced Infantry Training Regiment

fw =y

s MITED STATES MARINE CORPS ‘W COMPANY 2.4 BATIALION
§  J INFANTRY TRAINONG SECRMENT CAMS PENDMERDN CALIFDRNLA
APRIL 1969




San Clemente Beach

May 1969

e Lt. Jim Jones,

e Wife, Diane & dog, Buffy.
My wife, Barbara Arnd,

pregnant with son, Chris,
born 09/18/69.

* Pres. Richard & Pat Nixon-
West White House and
beach just south of this
beach. Visible and walkable.
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Ribbons, Medals explanation

 Left to right, top down, each row.

e 15t row- Air Medal with 8 Awards, 430 combat flight hours, Combat Action
Ribbon, Presidential Unit Citation with 2 bronze stars.

e 2nd row- Navy Unit Commendation, National Defense with 1 bronze star,
Vietnam Service with one silver star and 2 bronze stars.

* 34 row- Vietnam Gallantry Cross Unit Citation with Palm, Vietnam Civil Action
Honor Unit Citation with Palm, Vietnam Campaign Ribbon.

e | also rate Cold War Commemorative Ribbon, not displayed, but shown

below.
11

 Former Navy and Marine Corps personnel who served in the Vietnam War
can apply for the two Republic of Vietnam unit awards. A written request can
be submitted for the awards as: The Republic of Vietnam Meritorious Unit
Citation (Gallantry Cross) and the Republic of Vietnam Meritorious Unit
Citation (Civil Actions Medal).



Civilian life

Two boys and
fraternal twin girls.

* Chris 9/18/1969
 David 01/19/1971

e Susan and Melissa
04/18/1975
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June 27,1992

Palace Gardens
Restaurant in Whitehall.

25 years this June.




June 27/, 1992

Mary Ann and | at our
honeymoon bed and
breakfast in Emmaus.




Military Reunions

2000 - AO Reunion in San Diego, CA.

2002 - Evening Parade Wash, DC.

2003 - Change of Command Annapolis, MD.
2004 - Golf Co. 2/5 in Wash, DC.

2011 - TBS 3-1967 at Quantico, VA.



Aerial Observer
Reunion in San
Diego 2000

Brig. General Mike
Neil and Tom Givvin
organized event.




Mission Beach, CA

Catamaran Hotel Sunday
buffet breakfast. The
morning after.




Commandant’s Home 8" and | Streets Wash, DC




Cocktail Party at CMIC Home in Garden

34 WP




Commandant of the Marine Corps

General Jones and Vern
August 23, 2002

Evening Parade and
Cocktail Party at the CMC
home in Washington, DC.




Change of Command Annapolis Academy




Change of Command

Annapolis Basketball arena.

Son Chris, and two Univ. of
Penn friends (Josh and
Mike), Mary Ann and |
attended the General’s
change of command

ceremony January 13,
2003.




Parade Magazine
January 19, 2003

Supreme Allied
Commander of
Europe.

SACEUR

Toll free: B00-666-5492

In a far-reaching
interview, Gen.
James L. Jones,
the rew Supreme
Allied Commander

AT NMATC)Y TAlk

For home delivery:
i -
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GeneralJames L. Jones, Jr.

-CO of Hdgtrs Co. at Camp
Pendleton 1968-1969.

-Commandant of the USMC.

-SACEUR -Supreme Allied
Commander of Europe.

-Obama’s National Security Head
for 2 years.




General Peter Pace

Followed me in Vietnam as
a Platoon Commander in
“G” Company, 2" Bn. 5t
Marines. He joined them at
Hue City during the TET
offensive around the 1t of
Feb. 1968. He was 2" PIt.
Cmdr.

Met him at 2004 Reunion.

Cha irman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

‘Our Fellow

RlCiluzTenE Are

t1G eF
thpe

: Wlll Act Dur1¥1g
B A Disaster’

In Step With
Gen. Peter Pace

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
u‘. ¥ 'il'l YN O IlHl‘J’ ll}




Individual pictures

e General Pace, and Vern

e 2004 “G” Co. 2" Bn. 5th
Il\)/lcgrines, Reunion in Wash,




2004 “G” Co. 2" Bn. 5"
Marines, Reunion Wash,

DC

General Peter Pace was
then Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs and invited
our whole reunion to a
cocktail party at his
residence at Ft. Myer.

Gracious host and sent
pictures to each of us.




“G” Co. Reunion 2004
Lts. Harvey and Arndt

Retired Lt. Colonel Bill
Harvey and Vern at 2004 G

Company Reunion in Wash,
DC.



1BS 3-67
Reunion at Quantico "
2011 |

Tim Curtis , unknown,

Paul Bloom, Vern Arndt,
Jim Burgio, Bob Arboleda,
Tom Domogala, unknown.




Emmaus
Memorial Gardens

Captain Vern Arndt

USMC 1963-1969
Vietnam Veteran

Friend, Ron Montz,
bought a brick for me at
the Emmaus Memorial
Gardens. Wife and grand
kids are surrounding me
as we installed the brick.




Finis

Summary
| served 6 years active duty, 3 yrs. as an enlisted man, Cpl. E-4, and 3
years as an Officer, Captain, O-3. | enlisted looking for my identity,
travel, and adventure. The USMC brought out the best in me and to
that | am forever thankful. Parris Island and Quantico were
instrumental in molding me into the individual Marine | became. Then
Vietnam came along and screwed it up and | became a civilian again.

Thank You



Once a Marine, always a Marine

L.B.Arndt

Semper Fidelis




