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Lonversation with Jeti Butch, Vietnam Veteran
Interviewsr: Ken Miller

Millert For fthe record. wvhat is your name?

Butch: Jeffery . Butch

Miller: For what reason did vou serve in Vietnam? Draft?
Voiunteerad? Reassighment? )

Butch: Enlisted. I volunteered, and | enlisted in the Marine
Carp.

Miller! How long did wou sevve in Yietnam?

Butche Eightean months. )

Miiler?: What were the years of the service? : 1

Butch: Seprtembor 1949 to March 1971.

Millev: How old were wou when vyou went to Viettam?

Butch: .1 was 1Y years old.

Millers What was you rank?

Butchl | was & Corporal, E—4 .

Millear: Where were you ABsigned? ¥

Butch? 1 was assigned to 3rnd Rattalions 7th Marines. My fimsest
asgignment was with H&E Co.. but I was then asssigned to Mike 3/7.
I was & radio operator. HEY iz a company that has all your
support peorle for your ground units: which inciudes mortarss
artillerg, intelligence, and radio communicetions. I was in HES
Comm. Co,. and then assigned to Mike 3/7.

Millers What terminated your service in Vietnam?

Butchs My time was up. 1t was kind of ironic, By, the end pf.
my firet towr of duty in Vietnam ! thouaht about reenlisting to
gtay over six move months. At that times in *&9-"70. thers were
3 lot of racial problems in Lhe United States. However, 1| didn’t
believe the racial problems within the Marine Cores in Vietnam
were as severe as they were within Yhe civilian population back
home . Boy 1 was going to stay there in Vietnam for two reasons.
Firgt, I didn’t want o go back to the states and get involved
with the racial eroblems. 1 didn*t believe in thoss problemss I
wasn't prejudices I had nothing against black peopls.  Seconds [
thoughty if T veenlistedy I would save some other eighteen Jear |
old Marine from coming over and getting brainwashed, or getting
psychological problems from the war. That's the ftwo veasons why
1 stawed, When it came time to leavey myg fivetr sevaeant told me
I was o leave arter twelve months, 89 now I had two sets of
orders: one telling me to lsaves and one to staw in Vietnam. He
chose the lattere. he said to come back stay. 5So. that’s why my
tour of duty was for gighteen months., 1| extended may Lime in
Vietnam six more monthsy; for those two reasons. I dicn’t want to
come back becawse of the racial problemss and I felt at that time
if I srayed I would, . . maybe save some. other young Amevican
soldier from having to coms over here and have praoblems. Soy I
dids because I was already messed up with the problems wou had in
that tupe of war. )

Millaw: MWhen yoau fierst arvived in Yietnams how did you fesl
abrut the war? It had bheen in progress for about 5 HEeArE. « -

Buteht At that tieme [ supported the United States’ sfforts.
From what [ wread, and what [ heardy and what I saw on the news, I
suwpmrtgq what we were doingy; I supported the reason for being




there, When I first oot therey, | still thought that was Corr ety
and that 1t was true. .

Millert What wazs your first impression. when wou first arvived
there and stepped off the planes what was wour firet impression
of Vietrnam as a country?

Butch? It was a beautiful country. There is no doubt about it
It’s probably the most beautiful country I have eaver seen. Wes
took a convoy to L.Z. Baldu. which iz about twenty six miles
south of DaMang. The realization set in at that poaint that this
is wary this isn’t play. this ispn’t a practice game. this is the
r#al thing because we had .90 caliber machine guns on tap aof -
trucks, flak jackets,. our weapons were lticked and lmaded, gouw
knew it was the real thing. Driving down the road, goina +to L. 7.
Baldyy gou saw ditfevent things, wou saw ditferent urits, you
heard helicopters, wouw heavrd air strikesy Jou knew it was real at
that point. tt was kind of scary, at tirst, because ypu thought,
"Oh my God, What did [ get muself into, " thn the ather hand, woug
thoughty "1've been trained o do thise this is the real thing.
now J've got to perform. "

Miller? Did you feel like you wers proaperly prapared for what
uol experienced in Vietnam?

Buveht | wonld say from my Marine Corp training. "yes." Again.
but 1t’s hard, it's really hard to prepare anvbody for actual
cambat. You can do all the dummu aperations you want, shoot the
hblanks:s but the resl thing is like day and night, Up to that
pointy I felt the Marine Corp trained me for real combat.

Milleri The fighting, and it spemed tg be sporadic at times,
homy long were you in Vietnam until ypu saw gour first combat?

Putch? I got into Vietnam in September., I think the third week
in September I was in an operation up in the due son Mountains,
and we got mortared. That was my first experience with achual
combat., Four Marines got killed. One of the K.I.A.s (tkilled in
action) was a black man, a woung man, and one was an cgfficery he
wasn’t in the countrw movre than five dagysg, and he was dead. A
mortar raund hit from maybe there to here (points out a distance
af approximately eight feet) and it killed him. That was a ICcary
Sfuperience. At that poinit:; that was the First time I saw death
and actual combat, and I think it ercared me mantally, bepcause
that I wasn’1t prepared for. You can’t prepare  anubody for it,
fMow i1f | went back two, three, or four timesy 1°d he prapared for
1ty wWOUr seasoned. Jou know what to expect more or less, you
become hardened to those kinds of things. But & ninetesn year-
old boy, and that’s what we were. . . bous, we weren®t MEn, we
were bove, b0 see someone get killeds: and to watch them die . . .
I watehed this young Marine die, [ watchad him dig, suck for air,
call out for his momma, its a hard espevrience. AgAain, as I
mluded to earliery I felt riaht being there, I thomght the U.8.
was right, but when reality sets in that “hey., this is a wars and
pesple are dying:® wou know its ot like the movies +hat you ses
an T.V., the movies like "Patrton", when all the orchestras in the
back are plaging music, and someone digss and somsone saus nice
statements. . . none of that is theres you're alons!

Miller: And this seemad to bg the first war America was in
whare war was not glorified.
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Putch: Moy the war was not glorified at all. Watching all the
movies growing up. Your kind of aet the impression that war is
glorified, but in reality its not. I mean youw can’t train
anybody for thakt. You can’t even train innev city kids who are
used to fighting in the ghettos, wou can’t train them for that,
It's not comparable. it's tuwn different things. lts a hard
experigncE. I don*t want my son to go throuash it, and I don®t
want to go through it again. Unless they invaded my country
herey bit. . .

Miller: Iz that one of the reagsonsg you supported the wars
because uyow fTelt the spread of communism might send wour kids aoff
0 war?

Butchd 1 bhelieved at the ftimeys in the domino effecty that if
Vietnam fally the rest of Southeast Asia would fall to commanism.
Again, as vyou find out now in 1995, +that’s not necessarily troae,
Buty 1 believed in that and I felt that that was vight, Who was
Iv as a young hboys to disagree with the government? Especislly
the U.5. government. They wvere saving Cambodia was going Lo
fall:. L.aos was going to fally Thailand was going to fall. That’s
not what happened in realituy, but | believed that. Now I've
changed my whole view on the war, ang 1*11 explain that move when
we gelt into it.

Miller: With the fighting going on over there. there seemed to
be a strong camaraderie amongst all the soldiers, Were they sesn
A% almoet your brobthers?

Putch? Yes., they were more like blood brothers. Even in a
Company of 110 — 120 men, wow had gquads. and after a while, the
closeness of thess squads became very important, we were like
hrothers. I mean everubody in the unit was like a relatives we
felt we were related somehow. We relied on sach other for
support. I megan phusical, moral, mentals sveruthing. It
somebody fell downs someone could get killed.

Miller: You felt that you would sacrifice wour life to save the
person next to wou?

Butch: Yes. I believe we did. I know I did. We were like one
big long chains we were all linkeds, and every link was important.
o helped each other itotally.

Millert Could goul describe any pariicular clogse friends you had
in over in Vigtnams and how thew maw have supporitad ygou while won
were over there?

Butechi: {Retfarrimg o an album of soldiers who served with him
in the 3rd Battalions 7th Marine {orp.) This is SBgt. Gradu
Ehitand 1 aat his name off the Wall (the Vietnam Har Memoriall,
shot in the head with an AK-47. I was really close with the Sgih.
adrian Aragon., he was a mortar mans I was close to him., and Lance
Cpl. Brady. . . angd Lance Cerl. Compton. . . and Lance Cepl. &l
Abear . . . Harry Kouk=. Those guys wers mores or less my
immediata units that I hung around with. We weare all in the P
PO, Sinece I was the radio mans 1 was in charges of all the
communications of all ths units. I had to make sure that when
all these units went out on operations, whether it was a ssarch
and destrouw mission. LPs (Listening Fostsls night patrols, 1 had
e make sure There radio operators were raineds and knew what
WaS goLTyg Gn. I called in HMedi-~-Vals, resuppliss, etc. That’s



Pasicallu what I did, | was the head radie operator for the uni k.
50 I knew what wac going on with the whole tnity, at every point
and time, I"d make sure that evaery radico operator knew the call
sidans, how to Use proper radio language, I was important, ez
thing that was really interesting wass being 19 years old ando
Rreing trained as a radino operatory and understanding radio
language, I realiu never lost my ool on the radic. I alwaus
Enew that i+ I didn't talk slow, and saw the right things,
somebody could get killed, I had to be precise with everything I
maid. I walled in the numbers of Kelodhey enemies killed,
FoOcdemy MuI. A8 ete., whensver there was a firse fight.

When 1 talk in an American Cultures class in Hempfield
School District,. one of the things we +talk about is +the inflated
numbers that were being sent back t0 america. When I called the
numbers in they were not inflated, What the regiment did with
them, or what Westmorland did with them, if they inflated those
numbeErs, I didn’t khow angthing about it. The numbers that we
called in ware From actual body counts. All the numbers that I
had to zall in had to be corraect, Mowy what happened somewharas
&lasey | couldn’t tell you.

Miller: Did the numbers get inflated ofteny

Butchs Oh they were! Thay were inflated +0 sell America into
the war, to show America we weres winning. When in fact, I
wouldn? 1 say we wers lnsing, hut we certainly were not doing the
numbere they said we ware doing. PBut, when we talled them ing
because [ was the head radio operatory all units reported to me.
These guys wouldn?+ lie. Theres not out thare sading "we killed
ten VaCos N.V.B.." when thew only killed one, or didn®+ kill any!
It wasn’t like that. People may take thizg +he wronyg way, bt
these peaple prided themsolves, « « Af they killed someong, they
killed them. It was a actual person. i1t wae a killt. i mean
that’s war., You talk ahout that todad. people think wour
Psuwehotic, But. over there, that was important. The soldiers
bodu—counted who they killed, it was a notech in there haelt; they
took pride in that. PBut, that’ = the war mentality that upu had.

Millawr: I anuthing in the chain of command broke down., . .
Feople had to take care of theiv responsibilities, If they made
ome small mistake, pmople could aet 24l led.

Butchi: Yes. 4nd 1 can say that for my unitsy I know one of the
avestions, wou maw bring up is about drugs. There were peagple in
my unit who did drugs, but not to the extent that was reported to
the people back here. WNe knew for a facty it wou did drugs out
in the bushy, on an actual operation, wou’re going to get killed.
You're going o kill someone =lse. So I know for a fact, that
nobody drank or took drugs while we were out in an operation.
Mows we would go outr fopr Forty to forty-five daus on an
aperation, come back far forty-aight hours. During this time, we
wonld get new supplies, some steaky beer, and we would stay up
Tor Forty-sight hours stvaight. Some soldiers did do drugsy dig
doy pot. But when fthat time was over, whan the forty—-esight Pours
was up. when we moved ot at five of cloeck in the morning, whethawr
You got any slesp or not, uou went, Now it was serious, hecaums
now 4ouy going out o anco somebody coulid get killed.,

Miller! &nina along with what we were talking about concerning



the soldierss as I was ereparing for this interviewy, 1 was
reading soma posms and letters written buw soldiers while in
VYietnam, and it seeems as though the soldiers:; in a sense lost
their humanitys the were dehumanized, In other words, thew lost
the distinction between good and bads right and wrong. Is this
accurate?

Butech: Mo doubt!  You lost it' You actually ceme down to the
caveman mentalitu. For example: We were on an operation wup in
the Que Sop Mountains. We were going up the side of the
mounttaing and we stopped for a mater break. to Fill up our
cantesns with the stream water (which was very pure). Along this
stream we found a desd bodw of a Viet {ongy or M.V.8.s he had
proabably been dead aboutr 2 year. The hody was very decaysd, We
took the skull. We passed the word along that if gou wanted a
drinky 9o upstream from the bodysy because the water washes the
contaminates of the body downstrean. S0 we st up a small 360~
degree formation s0 nobody could jump us, and we took turns
washing and getting drinks.  But the skull we kept. Who knows
who this guy was. Everygwhere we went we took this skull. We put
a bagonet on top of an M-1&y put it in the groundy, and sut the
skull on top. We pul a3 hat on the skull, cigaretie in its teeth,
1it. Put a paiv of shades on it. And that became our mascot.

Millers Did the masco® become something o rally around?

Butcht It was an exciting thing to do. WHe enjoued it, to the
poainty tThat when we went baclk for a forty—-sight hour rehab. we

actual ly drank beer out of this skull. . . literally.. . mean
"talking about reaching a lows logsing wour morals, We didn't
care. kWe filled it up with besr and passed 1t around, and we all
gtarted drinking from this skull. You lose uour morals. A1l you
care about is survivaly all you care about is killing., The
reasan why there is ho right and wreong in the Jjungle iz because
gither he survives., Or You survive. Sy whatever it takes to
make sure he doesn®t survive:, and you do survive, wou do it You
get the Jungle mentality which is survival of the fittest. It's
actually an animalistic instinet,

Millewrd: Butr it's pretty much unavoilidable.

Puktcht You can’t avoid ift.

Miller: Youw couldn®t realliy see yourself going down?

Butcehi: Yesm. youw actually Jjust becoms it. In fact, the things
that wou were doings i1F yow could look at them twenty years
later, uow would say | can't believe I did that stuff. How can 1
art like that? | was born and reaised differently. When your put
in that environment, you actually slowly slide down to that
mentality.

Miller: 8o+ you never thought back to the type of person you
were bafore vou went over to Vietnam. You were totally isolated
from who Jou wased to be.

Butchs Totallu isnlated. it bscame strictly survival. You
didn't care how, whys what for. « « it was justs "I am going o
survive. ' Your survival instinct, your living instinct took
over., I gdon’t talk about Vietnam to a whole ot of people.
Unlegs we really want to get into a serious discussiane I dontt
talk abouwt it. F*11 mention 1 wass there,. bult that's about it.
Gennatimes because I don’t believe 1 was really there, I can't




comprehend | went through this. I see these picturss, and I sau,
"I ooumss I really was there.'  vYet in my mind, its like you shut
it offy wou try not to think about. Sometimes you chream about
ite bt I tell pmople that this was probably the happiest Ttime in
mg life. The reason is, when ! was in combat: you Never warry
about fomorrow. Pacause tomorrow may never come, that newd
bullet may have gouwr number on it. Yoo foract about vesterday.
You fevrget about. . . 8rat, Ehiland who got shot a minuet ago.
because he’s gone. You couldn’t dwell on that, it’s over. You -
had to live every moment of your life as if it was your last. S50
it made you happy. Even thouwgh wou were in that animalistic,
Jungle atmospharey | was happy. I was never depresssd, I was
Taver =macl, I was happy all the tims. Pecause I thought tomorvow
uas neEveEr going o be here. Moy Time may be up. With that newxt
bullet, I maw be dead. . . Just like that. and I saw guus Lthat
digmd Jjust like thats one round and theu’re dead. S0 you lived
the here and now. Even here., in todaw’s societu, we sau to
ourgselves live each moment as 4f it was yolt lasty that’s how we
lived it in Vietnam. We were happu. We didn't care about fLhe
Rrhone Rill:. or tomorrow [Yve g0t to do this paper, o last wesk
Tmy golf same wasn®t that ogood. . « all that didn’+ matter. Wheat
matterad was the here and now. because you lived i+ as 1t it (EY-3

gaoing to be uvour last, snd you never cared about gatting paid
tomorrow, or going homne Lomor e, S0y wWou never had that
Pressure. That's kind of ironic in a war atmosphere.  Back hame

Your mind is always somewhere else, it's never focused on the
here and now, and in some waws that’s more frustrating than
combat, 1 tell ppople that, and they sauy, "I can’t believe (AT TRE
sawing that, it dopsn’t make senze.® But it does make sense when
your in it. FPecause there iz no tomorrow, yesterday is gone. . .
right now., You live sverything to the fullest, because that may
your last. Every kill may be gyour last.

Miller! Well, that mentzlity is so far away from our culturs.

Butchs: Yt is. Put that is the wawy it was. And I was happy.

Miller: So, there wasn't a whole lot of dwelling of. . . R
"I've only got month to g0 o - "

Butch: Near the ands there is. In the beginmning and in the end
thare is. When I first got there in September of 4%y When I saw
those auuws aet killedy and I saw that Marine die in MaY AFME .

The Corp man said. "Keep him breathing, Butch.®  and I twied to
keap him breathingy ang he died in kiz own blpod., He was Ffull of
fmles from shrapnel; and I saw him die. He wvas looking into my
eups. . .« he was looking at me. . . | was the last person he & an
alive. And his syes were Jjust like yours. he was iooking at me.
and he died. He sat vight upy grabbed hisz chest, laid back down
and cdvrown it his oun bBlood., I mean, I bawled like a babu. ¥
cried because | thought, "Ohs my Gods what am 3 daing here,®
hercause 1 just got in the countryy, I wasn®t hardensd (T=3 i Thiz
wasEn't a movie, there wasn’t music plaging. I knew this was
realy and there wasn’t anuone there except me. [ was the last
auy he saw before he died. Mobody else in the unit . . . me.

The last person he saw alive. That wazs mes. I watched him die. ¥
bawled. 7The Marine Colonel came up to me and sald, "Hew,; Bulch,
hay Marine. QGrying won’t bring him back."” But we had toy get on



comprehend ! went thrpugh this. I see these pichturesy and [ Sau,
"l ogness I really was there." VYet in my mindy its like wou shut
it ootfy you try not to think about. Sometimes Jgtu dream about
ite but I t@ll people that this was probably the happiest time in
my life. The reason is, when I was in combat, You naver worry
abont tomorrow. Because tomorvrow may never come. that newxt
iliet may have wour number on it.  You forgot about yesterday.
Yoo foraet about. . . Grat., Ehiland who got shot a minget 290
pBrecause he's gone. You couladn’t duell on thaty it’s over. You -
hatd o live every moment of gour life as if it was gour last. 5o
it made you happy. Even though you were in that animalistic,
Jungle atmosphere, | was happy. I was never depressed. I was
naver sad. I was happw all the time. PRecause I thought tomorrow
was nNever going to be here. My btime may be up. With that newxt
bullets I maw be dead. . . Jdust iike +hat. and I saw guus bhat
digd Jdust like that, one round and they're dead. S5G s lived
the here and now. Evern heres in todaw’s socisety, we say Lo
aursalvas live sach moment as if it was wour lagty that’s how ue
faved it in Vietnam. We wsre happu. We didn*t care about bhe
CRhone bill. or tomorrow I've aot to do this paper, or last weshk
my golf game wasn*t that good, » « all that didn’'t matter. What
matitered was the hers and nowy because wou lived it as if it was
goring to bhe yowur last. And you never cared about getting paid
tomerrow, or going home tomorrow. S0y wou never had that
mressure.  That’s kind of ironic in a war atmospheres. PRBack home
gour mind is always somewhere else, it's never focused on the
here and now,; and in some ways that’s more fruzstrating than
omirat ., I tell people thaty and they sady, "I can’t helisve your
saging that, it doesn™t make sense." But it doss make sense when
Yerar it it. Because there is no tomorvow, yesterday is gone. . .
vight now. You live everuthing to the fullest, becauze that may
wour last. Every kill may bhe uyour last.

Miller: Well, that mentalitu is so tar awau from our culture.

Butchs It is. But that is the way it was. And I was happy.

Millevt So., Tthere wasn’t a whole lot of dwuglling on. . . =F- 1
"I've only got month togn . . W

Butechs: Near the snrd, there is, In the beginning and in the end
there is, Whern I first got there in Septembher of 49, When I saw
those guus get killed, and I saw that Marine die in MAaY &rms.,
The Corp man saids "Keep him breathing, Butch.® énd I tried to
keep him breathing, and he died in his own blood., He was full of
holes from shraenel, and T saw him die. e was looking into mu
BUES. . .« he was looking at me. . . § was the last person he sy
&1 i v, And hise sues were just like ypure. e was 1ooking at me,
and he died. He sat vight up, grabbsd hie chest, laid back dewn
and drowun in his own blood. £ mean: I bawled like a baby. I
oried because I thought:s "Oh, my Gods what am I doing here, ®
bcause 1 Just got in the country, I wasn’t hardened wet. This
wasn'E & movies thers wasn’t music playing. I knew this was
realy and there wasn’t anyone there eoxcept me. I was the last
guyd het saw before he died. MNobody eles in the unit . . . me.
The last person he saw alive. That was mae, I watched him die. I
bawled. The Marine Colonel came up to me and said, ey, Bukehy
hey Marine. Crying won't bring him back.” But we had to get on




with the war, then I became hardened. Theny up to about 45 daws
pefore uour suppoased to rotate, then Wou start getting nervous.
Like Hat. Ei1land did. He hadd less thant five daus, and he gob
shot bl 2 sniper. ! knew he was ®cared. They sent him out on an
operation I wouldn’t have sent him out on. The CP aroup sent him
ot on an gperation instead of letting him slack off. And maybe
it was destings mawbe it was God's will, who knows? He got shot
in the Meady he's dead, his name is om the wall., He was such a
greal guy « « « tweenty years old. Now Re’ll never have a chance
to g0 teo collegs, mavrvy. have kids, he’ll never have ang of that,
It was done on some mountain in Vietnam. Sniper shots AK-47,
through the head. Then you worry, the last forty-five daus you
call your self a short-timer. We even carried avound short—1timer
shicks, As the time qoes downs the stick gets smaller and
smaligr until vour holding a toothpick. And then yon ast
nervitis s because there are new guuws in the unit that uou mag be
in charage of and who may g2t you killed bhecause of somsthing
stupid they’re doing. And everubody was one af them, I was one
af them, But., 1711 alwausz remember that guy. . . great guy. I
took it hard when he died,

Miller: Let's talk a little bit about the enemy. bdogording o
records we were Tighting the V. {. and the N.V.fA. This is =masy Lo
gee on papaer,; it was 1t that easy to distinguish the enemy?

Butahs Moo The M.V.A. were., They wore uniforms, wow could
el them o o o But V.Coy nno! They were farmers by day., fighters
by night. o S .

Millert Dic you come in contact more with Y.0. than N.V. A7

Butchs: Yes, We did come into contact with N.V.A. sometimes up
in the mountains. The Hao Chi Minh tvail would run along here
{painting o map) and wouwld go into DaMana. We had M.V.A. coming
along this path raking weapons right into DaNang. We'd run inte
units. But V.G, we came intg contact with move often, sometimes
wouw coldn?t even sse thems they’d kit vouw then run.

Millert Bo many times in Fighting wou would riot ses the eneimnuy.
You woonld hear the gunfire. . .

Buteh: You would hear the guntires see the flashes. You knew
Lhew were coming. You knew the sound of an AK-47, as opposed the
M=-1&. Pt couwld have bheen oney i1t could have been five, tweniuyy
it depended. You knew wh they wveres but wou could never see
them. )

Miller?: Do ymi sver blame. and I use that word blame
cautiously, the government for not giving wouw the necessary
training to pattle the gusrilla warfarse that wouw faced.

Butehi: Thew tried. We ook courses, we had opsrationss tThey
tydimit. Az 1 =maid befores wou can do all the training uyou wani,
bt nothing beats the real thing when youw actually get in thare
and Tace real gusrrillla warfare. It's hard o defeat. They
demaralire you more than vou demoralize thems because thew kit
and run., They boohy—-trap sverything.

Mitler: There are accounts of women and children being used as
hoohuy~ TP AR, RNid youw ever come into contacty with an instancs of
where women and children weare being used For such circumsbances?

Butends The VoC. wused a 1ot of women and children . - « welly
they threatened them. They would kEill their husbandsy brotherss



sisters, etc., They had ne choice., {kKeads passade ol letter
describing an eExample). The aist of this (the example) is that
an old lady and a little boy. about ten years old, they satchel
charged this holey they knsw we were thers, tha V.0 had them
primed, they were working for the V. 0., Yo hadd this all the
time. In this Rospital (raferring to a neuws article remparting
his unit discovering a V., {0, hospital) we found some kids who were
forced into doing Vigetnamese |abor. They boobu-trapped little
Kits.  The kids didn*t know any bettar. In Vietnamy the kids

respect their slders, Especially when thew threatened their
parants, and rheir life. They would satchel charge a 1ittle baoy
and send him inte a oground unit, hit the charge, kill him and
four or five Amaricans. MHe served his purpose.  For them to die
was glorified. They disd for a cause and were glorified. And
that happered a lot. You never knew who to teusth aver there,

You didn*t know who they were., By day they could have been doing
your laundryy, by night thew could he giving enemy information
about mortar attacks. ‘

Miller: Were you ever given anyg orders to shoot anyg women or
children because they may be V. 0.7

Butchs No, I wasn® k.

Millert Were those orders ever given to anyone?

Butch: If we suspected somebody was a Y.Cos which we dids  We
had one Bgt. who shot a kid in the back with a shokgun. But the
kKid was in a free fire zone. We had free fire zones in certain
areas. This meant stay out of this arsa or wour legal game. This
kid was in there. The kid actualliy set a hoohu-trap which
exploded and blew a2 gu’se arm oft. He was around twelve or
thirteen yrRare old. He was shor in the back. It didn?t kill
Fim, He golt up and staried running. then the Sot. put about
Fiftesan rounds from an M-16 in him and kitied Fim. Now you can
say that was murder, because we didn’t see him set offt the haoiiy-—
traps hut he was in 2 free fire zone, he was close to the
incidents you can put two and two togetrher, Mayhe e was
imnoeents bult in & ware you do not have the chance to review the
2videncs. )

Miileri: Because that could have been yYour arm.

Butehs Right. It could have been my arms it could have been
ANPONE" S arm. Rid 1 1like 1t when I heard 1t7 No. But I was
hardened by then, it didn’t matter. We made a Jjoke about ik,

Millews How mangy i wouw can rowgihly patimate, how many
canflicte gou were involved in?

Butechd My Companys we were in a lot. ¥Bub then again wol could
an daygs Just moving around gour T.A8.0., going back and fowth,
checking for V.0., for supply lines wow could cud aff.

Millert Were gou ever wounded 1n battis?

Butens No, Boyy was | lucky, I must have had somebndy
watching over mes because we 9ot mortarsd one time, and
ireferring to a picture of some of the men in his unit) he [« Tu R
hit in the backs he gok hit in the arms he got hit in the lag.
The mortar came right into the CF group where | was. It injured
them, but nothing hit me., Lt was just the way the shrapnel flesw.
and boyy was I lucky.

Miiller: Were 4ou ever in any aperations whersa WOl were ordered




o "take no Prlisoners??

Butehs We were in an aperation wheres we were told tao take no
P LSOnNSrs. India Co. was pinned down by & Companyg of N.V.A.
saldiers, and somstimes you can’t believe these estimates, a
Compmany of 35-40 soldiers. The majors the executive officer,
camz out and wanted to be involved in the operation to get them
ot We were brought in bebind the N.V.A.., We lined ups the
whole company. aboul five fest aparts and we charged this
pasition, and he maid "no prisoners, kill everything in sight.®
Yenitvre ftalking about one hundrsd guys firing everything they had
strajiaoht. I kind of thouwght I was in a Patton movie. I looked
douwn and saw all these Marines lined upy, near the beachy lockesd
antd loaded., And thiz Majory it must have been one of the First
times e was oult in the hush:. saus "charge. " like & dummy. In
reftrospecty | never would have done that. We could have lost
hald our unit, We must have scared them, because they took off,
w2 rgver saw them. We ran for gt least 400 metersy and fired
everything we hacd.

Miller: Were there freausnt opprations were innocent eeopley
village peorle were kilied?

Butehi  Yes. inre 20 LRhan not. That was & proablem. Mot of
the village people are ot in the bush. Thew hatred the V.C. and
They hated the americans. ALl they wanted to do was grow their
plants, plant their rice. . . live, leave ne alone. A lot of
time tThey ended up in the middle of a fire Tight and gnot caught.
I saw a lot of Visinamese, mostly women and children becauss the
meEn where never around, they were usually either with the V.C.,
or the N,.V.4.., or they were deady | saw a lot of them killed.
And thal is the sad thing about guerilla warfares there’s no
battle lines. We wowld gn back to the same arsas over and over
again and dig fou holes, send out ssarch and destrDy MiSSiONS.

Miller: kWere yow ever in and opsrations where you were ordered
to take a cerfain positiom. and in taking that positions Marines
diedy, your friends died. Then, once vou controllisd that
position: you were ordered to move backs ultimately allowing the
engmd to take that position agein?

Buteh: We wers invaived in an oparation in the Jue San
flountains., We sent out a listening post at nighte and they got
ambushed. Five marines got killed. ke sent a second sdqoead out
to retrigve the bhodies, and they were ambushed. Three of Them
got kKilleds two were wounded had., Lt. Mecadams at that point (the
trappad Marines had no radio opesrator that could talk on the
racdio) sant a third unit out. I volunteered ta go hecause they
needed somebody who Ensw bhow to talk on the radio to call in
airstrikes. artzllerys to give positions. and they didn*t have
angoane o do that. He wouldn*t aliow me fto go. Hasicallw. he
wae saying, "Stady bhacky, wa'll call in airstrikesy artilleru.
gto.: from nere." But thevre were still wounded men down Lhere
alive. It was an operations 1 think, ke mishandisd. I was S0
mad,; I wanted to shoot himy begause there were guus down there
who were my Friends who were kKilled. They were deady I knew they
were dead because | was on the vadios truing to talk to them.
T person | was talking tos 1 don't know who it was. had no idea
how o use it. The radipo orerators in both the squads were



killied. They nesded hele, and he wouldn’t lat us go down thers,

Millers: wWnat did that do to o, being the head radio orgrator,
to hear the men being killed over +the radio and nwot being able to
doo angything?

Putcht 1 was so angry. in retrospect I could say that mavbe it
was the best thing., becauze we sent down another wnit, and we
sent let Lt, Mcbride, and he knew hou te use the radio. Thew
anded up getting the bodiss oot of there, but a lot of gond
Marines got killed. because L. McoAdams didn’t know what was
g0ing on. Buty | was angry. I guese he thought if I went down
and got killed, he would have no. one o handle the Company radio.
I can understand that, but the point is that they needed somebo dy
with experignce to be able to call in the avridss call in the
ALrstrikesy et . I was anary. I kind of lost respsct for Li,
Moadams . I can still remember. He sat over in his bunkers with
hris n@lmet om, holding on to his flak jacket lLike this (arms
crassasd over his chestly like he was scared shitless., This
rubiec me hThe weong way because they nesded helpy thew need
axpEriIancsy there was nobody else around. I had the experience,
I warted to oo, Meywy the Lt. MeBride did 9oy and did a good Jtale
Ut afher the firvat ambusn: thedy needed somebody right down
thare, He sent another inemparienced squad down and got more
peaple kKilled.

Miller: You saids when uou fivst arvived in Vietnam douw
supmorted bthe =2¢Ffart,

Butehd 1 think most Marines did, o ,

Filler?! S0, you went over to Vietnam to stop the spread of
communisms to tru and protect the South Vietnamese. By the end
your time in Yietnam, the objective seemed to awiterh from
stopring Communism to surviving.

Butcht Yes. I think we realized by that point in time that we
shouldn’t bsen thers. It was a civil waw. We should not have
been there. It wasn’+t our fight. It was Their right to decide
whather or not to becoms communists. Leoking backy and I didn®t
know this at the tima. but He Chi Minh never wanted +o be a
communiet. Your reard all the documentation. all the Fentagon
paparsy you' ll see that Ho Chi Minh did mnot want to be a
communist, He even arproached the United States fovr aid. He
warted to be a nationalisty not a communist. He wanted o unite
the NMorth and the South under a nationalist political sustem. ke
wurnzd him down. He had no choice, who's he going to 9o to. He
want o Russia and China, He didn*t like heing a commuanist,
because it didn*t give him his naticonalistic approach, I saw
that over there. A1) it was.: was a Northk and South battie. Hea
wanted to unite under one flag. let us do our own thing, under
QU o =nvereignty., We waw that. Into my ninth and tenth
months tTherey, we were fighting a war « - » [ kad nothing against
thaose people; I didn’+t hate those Vietnanese. I didn’t even knoaw
them, I didn’t hate them. I'm sure they didn’% hate me. But,
Im there: and weve both pointing guns at each gtharsy we Both
wanted to survive. We weren’t fighting the war for the United
States. we were fighting the war for ourselves.

Millert With the original opliective not being accomplished, do
youw hgld a lat of frustration that gou lost friendsy, and paet of
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yoplr Lifs tor nothing?

Butochs Yes. I was dreum 2% the wally 1t tock me ten gears after
it was burlt to g0 down and see 1t. T ojust didn?t want any eart
ot it. I thought it was a joke. &ll the men: women, and bous
that were killeds all the families that were broken apart .« « .
and todays they’re normalizing relations. Khat did we
accomplish?  What did we gain from 1%7 We spent $110 hillion for
e wars B9, 000 Amnericans were killed. What did we get? WHe have
auuds come back like me that have mental scars that it Look gears
and uears to get over. Have dreams about a warey and wondering.
why was I there? What if I had been killed? What if 1 had been
shot at 1% ygars old? 1°d be rothing asay in a caffin. never
having the gpportunity to experience life. What did we fight
for? S0 some politiciran can sau we should bhe there o stop
communism? et them Fiaht it out. et sach people decicde what
thew want. 1¥ they want to bhe communist, that’s fine. Why
should we send our hous over there to fight . « « for what?  And
ta khuild a memovrial dewn in Washington for them, for what? Those
poya died for nothing? Mo thew are normalizing vrelations. It
Just shows me that tThey werse expendable at ang price. Wea can’t
i@t 2,200 Moi.A.e out there and forget about them. That is not
righl!

Mlilerdy Two semesters ago in ooilsge, | kad the opporiunity to
hear a Vietnam Vesteran, Col. Hanssn, speak on why the war was
Lot Ha spaoke of a triangle of reiationsg, bhetwsen: the

gaovernment and the snliniers.s the soldiers and the citizens at |
nmmeE, and the government and the citizeus. During the Viedtnam
wiare all thnese ralations ssemed o pe severed, is this acourate?

Butchni I would say in the early part of the war, the relations
hetwesen the government and the soldisrs was good. It got bad
ilater on. 14 was the same with the people. We weren’t given the
vreal intformation, the real truth, so these relations broke down,
The government was saying on thing. and that’s not what we were
reporting.  MNows who lied? T don’t know. Butky IT youw're going
oy gay something. wow betiter kave the documentation to hback it
e, P yes, the government, saldierss and the people must
support each other.,

Millews asm far az the relations at home: when gou heard reports
of mrotests, what did that do ©o gyous as well as the ather
snldierss poychologically?

Fubek oy Tt dig twum things, First, it boosted the morale of the
BRI . They would do more sneak attackss booby-itraps. more
amarican soldiers woulo die. Second, 1t reentorced our thouahis
aboput the war. The pecpls at home didn’t suppord us. our
apvernmant liad To us. Who weve oe there for? Ourselves. To
Tive. T survive.

M1llews Wae there anuthing. 1o retrogsesct, America could have
done to arhieve it's obhisctive of stopping communism, or was 1%
ingvitahle that the effort would fall apgrt?

Butchs T othink it was inevitable that it fell apart hecause
ey dicdnt fight the war as i it was a real war. They never
gave us the full permission to fight the war. We shouwld have had
the ability to invade Novth Yietnam. HMowaverys had the U. 5.
supported Ho Uh: Minh in hiz reausst to nationalize, we would



have never hnad the war, Bk we never supported him. Andd that s
what turned hiim,.

When wour fighting a war . . . sonetimes we were told that
unlaess you ses black pajamas. and a WesFON s goa can’ o sihoot.
These VY.L, wers appd. They could get through wire fencing like
it was nothing, and get o you. A VO could be 150 gards awan,
with a waapon strapped hig back. in a free Fire zoney but if we
ronldn’t ses the weapons we couldn®t shoot. He knew they had
weapons an them, but we couldn®t shoot. A 1ot of the things we
dicy, we did an our own. The U.S5. tried to Tight thes war as a
nice war. You can*t do that. You've aot to go in o win. Wes
never went in o win. That shows that the 5%,000 Americans that
ware kiiled were svpendabie,; and 1 think the governmant knsw
That.,

Mitler: Did uou have family back home?

Buteht Parents, brothers and other relatives.

Millew: Did you write home often?

Buteh: Pretty often. There for a while [ didn®® write, berauvse
I didn*t feel like ii. My mom called Congressman Eshelmans and
he arvanged to have someone make sure that I wrote home. AfFter
that: I wrote hone abhout once a week. a&Fter a whiles gyow get
tired of sawing the same thing:; ®.9. we were in battle: Marines
gt killedy etc.

fMrller: Did womt vy o color-cpat what Yol wrotes, so as not Lo
worrd your parents aboult the reality of the danger wou were in?

Butechi e, I tried o ftell them pretty much what was
happening. My dad fought in WWIT for 5 gears, so he knew what
war was like.

Miller: AS you wers coming homes how oid Wil sxpect to be
received by wour tamily ang friendss and how did that diffee from
actuality?

Butchi Perause of the protests at the time, | didp’t supact bto
he treated too well. I knew the silent majority would support
ey but thewy never saw andthing. My Family supported me 10U0%.
My close friends were all wx-Marines, so.naturally thew supported
me . Mu friends from high school, thew dida*t support me at all.
I mxpected them to he wore supportives but they werse cavght Up in
the mroteats themselves, I talked to some of themy, but I'm not
close to any of them anymore,

Miller: How do you fesl about being vietimized and accused
about the stvrocities that were suppossdiy committed, when wow, if
fact: knew what life was iike in Yietnam? '

RButchs I knew that it was [ false 1. I"m not sauing alrocitios
weren®t committecd., Buty, in a war Jjungle mentality, there are ne
rules, there can’t be rules. If wou lived by the same rules as
goul did when you were homes wou pPe as good as dead. There are
goirig T be atrocities commitred by Doth sides.

Miller: and there wers.

Butoht 1 went into villages where I saw children with their
armg cut off berause their parents d1dn"t cooperate wiith the V. o,
That’ s an atroci by, They are sommitted. Buty I thinik the
problem was that pegple back home weren’ - given the real
information, The governmant diodn*+ give the factes.

Middert Lo yow think & 1ot &t 1€ was because the movernmeEnt
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apave the false informations this made 1t iook as though we should
have been winning the war?

Patcht Exactiy. 1 think because they inflated how good we ware
doings people were sading, "wait a minutey I thought we were
winning the war. what s going on?" :

Miller: And that’s why thinas like the Tet offensive was such a
blow to the moral?

Putchi Buee, Up to that rime, aceording to the information,
there was no way the Tet aifensive could have taken ptace.  And
bBarck home, yau can only support & cause for so long before uou
=top angd say, "wait & minuet, sonsthing is not right." You
talksd about the trlrangles once that broke downs its over.

Mitlers: (t's hesn aboat 24 URars since gou have come back feom
Yigtnam, How Ffar haszs the Vietnam VetsSran come as far as gdaining
acceptance and appreciation for what he did in Vietnam, and how
far does he have to go?

Buteht:  The problam g, You can never heal those wounds that
prople Like me have. I naver came back and wanted to he placed
on a pedestal hecause 1 fought the war. Just give some respects
my life was on the line. I lost 3 ysars of my lifes and 1 can
never aet them hack. While most of my friends were on college
campuses, getting jobs, getting mavriedy I was still fightina the
AT . T just wanit respoct for doing that. 41ll the services to
h@lp the Vietnam Veteran arve Jjust lip service, Just a banad aid.
Yo can never heal that woand. I think Vigtnam Vetsrans in
genesral have been treatsd *ak." [ have never ewpected angthing
For being a Vistnam Veteran, all I want is some respecht, and give
m= a “thank gou® for doing the Jjob that I did. The war might
have phegen wrondg. BUT don’t blame it on me. It wasn*t my fault.

What should thew do in the future? I think Just portray
everdthing ag ftachual as possible. The real wary the real
issues, the real numbers. You don’t have to do anuthing special
for us. Put if youw're going to ask someone to put their life on
the line, uow better give them the necsssary squipment and
aupport to winy nokt o 10s8. We never went into win. Mogt of
the troops realized this. The aovernments thouaht the soldisrs
ware stupid. andg didn®t understand this. It ook me a few
monthse but atter a whiley we sawm it We weren*t fighiting in
Yistnanm for the United States. we were Tighting for ocurselves.
That’'s alls Just freat the vateran with respect.



